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Preservation of the Santa Teresa Foothills – Creation of a public trail along the Coyote-Alamitos Canal
Public Education and Awareness – Safe Neighborhoods – Hillside Development Enforcement

Neighborhood Meeting 
With SJPD Captain Steve Donohue 

Thursday, April 18, 2024  |  7:00 PM – 8:30 PM

Santa Teresa Library’s Community Room

GUEST SPEAKER
SAN JOSE POLICE CAPTAIN STEVE 
DONOHUE, SOUTHERN DIVISION

Please join us at the Santa Teresa Foothills Neighborhood 
Association general membership meeting at 7:00 pm, April 
18, 2024, at the Santa Teresa Branch Library, 290 International 
Circle, San Jose.  Our guest speaker will be our San Jose 
Police Department Southern Division Commander, CAPTAIN 
STEVE DONOHUE. He will talk about campers parked on 
city streets, organized retail crime and an update on issues of 
concern in our area.

General Meeting Agenda

• Welcome and introductions
• Treasurer’s report
• Land use update (Glider School property, 

Coyote-Alamitos Canal maintenance, 
Almaden Lake, empty lots off of Colleen)

• D10 Councilmember Arjun Batra update
• Featured Speaker, SJPD Captain Steve 

Donohue

Lake Almaden Update

The Almaden Lake project has been postponed due to rising costs. With the project on hold, there are 
no impacts to recreation in Almaden Lake Park. More information, see the Valley Water website.

https://www.valleywater.org/project-updates/almaden-lake-improvement-project


The Coyote-Alamitos Canal Maintenance Program
The Santa Clara Valley Water District held a Preparation and Scoping meeting Jan 25 on the Canal Maintenance 
Program. Our segment of the Coyote-Alamitos Canal, running the length of the southern boundary of STFNA 
along the hillside, is considered inoperable to transport water supplies. However, it does collect and convey 
storm runoff and serves as a means of flood control.  Our segment of the canal was built in 1953 and the 
transportation of water service aspect was taken out of service in 1980. The planned maintenance activities 
include: vegetation management, sediment removal, bank stabilization, minor repairs to canal lining and walls, 
clean and repair and replace culverts, maintain canal access road, and manage animal conflicts. 

STFNA, in our formal response, has asked the project coordinator that pesticides and vegetation control 
chemicals not be used because of the indirect harm to owls and other raptors, and domestic and wild animals. In 
addition, we asked that the timing of the activity be done to avoid killing polliwogs and frogs. We asked that the 
planned EIR not reduce options for future use of the canal road or access paths to the canal road. We requested 
that the EIR address how to minimize the potential of accidental wildfire during maintenance activities. We 
asked that the EIR address how to prevent overflow that floods houses and clogs street drains. We requested that 
work be conducted during daylight hours with the noise levels reduced as much as possible. And finally, we 
asked that the EIR  demonstrate that activities of the project both during and after implementation will not result 
in a degradation of the scenic beauty of this area.

Others provided comments to the project coordinator that requested the removal of the invasive stinkwort and to 
use proper equipment hygiene to avoid bringing in invasive species. They also reiterated that community canal 
access needs to be preserved. And finally, a comment to “thank the Santa Clara County Water District and the 
efforts of Kelly White for developing the proposed Canal Maintenance Program and looking forward to 
continued and open communication.”

Update On Affordable Housing Project At Santa 
Teresa/Snell
Many neighbors have had questions and concerns regarding 
a planned 49-unit affordable housing project to be located on 
a vacant parcel behind the existing commercial uses on the 
southwest corner of Santa Teresa Boulevard/Snell Avenue. 
The project will consist of three, 3-story buildings. 
According to the developer, Charities Housing, the project 
was formally entitled by the City of San Jose in April 2023. 
Construction is tentatively scheduled to commence in 
January 2025 and completion is anticipated in late 2026. An 
artist’s rendering of the project is shown to the right.

Gail Pellerin (STFNA’s District 28 Calif Assemblymember) on AT&T’s request to drop its 
Carrier of Last Resort (COLR) responsibility
In a position paper, Gail Pellerin strongly advocated against AT&T dropping support for areas that have no 
other alternative: “I have sent a letter to the PUC outlining my opposition, and I am working with my colleagues 
to advocate for the continuation of landlines in areas where it is the only option for communication.”

https://lcmspubcontact.lc.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/templates/AD28_Landline%20of%20Last%20Resort%20(DB)%202.13.24.htm


Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority (OSA) Update
79 acres of important farmland has been permanently protected in San Martin. OSA has purchased an 
Agricultural Conservation Easement (ACE) for 79 acres of important farmland, located in a priority 
conservation area off Monterey Highway in San Martin. The farmland, initially anticipated to become a 
residential subdivision, has been in agricultural production for over 55 years, and is now permanently protected 
for agricultural use. For more information, see the OSA website.

Please Join our Neighborhood Association or Renew Your Membership Now
If you have not joined Santa Teresa Foothills Neighborhood Association, please sign up either on-line via the 
website https://www.stfna.org/, or by filling out the below form. We’d also appreciate it if you would make a 
voluntary donation of $25 or more. The funds go to support fees for our website, printing our newsletters when 
we have enough volunteers to deliver them, and various neighborhood projects that we undertake.

Already a member? If you haven’t already this year, please renew your membership. Like above, you can do 
this on-line or by utilizing the below form and mailing it in with your check.  Though we are a California non-
profit, we are not a 501(c)(3).

https://www.stfna.org/
https://news.openspaceauthority.org/blog/yiu-ace-2024

